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communication with the spirits; a spear in the top beam 
indicates the spirits have answered the owner’s life questions. 
The left side is feminine and stays “unharmed”. Two wooden 
statues, a male and female, pay direct homage to these beliefs on 
top of the roof, facing each other to protect and behold – an 
important aspect in Sumbanese culture.

DISCOVER THE UNDISCOVERED
Start your morning early in search of the beautiful Blue 
Waterfall spring, a fi nding that’s only fi ve years old, or canter 
horses through the lush rice paddy fi elds. Head to one of the 
local schools the Sumba Foundation supports, and give the kids 
a healthy school dinner – a truly rewarding moment while on 
holiday. Even with all these exciting days packed with back-to-
back exploring, I made sure I squeezed in an indulgent 
afternoon dip in my private Mandaka plunge pool, served with 
the best views I could ask for.

In the evenings I dined on Asian dishes infused with a Western 
twist, plus creative choices highlighting the catch of the day: 
Savoury lobster bisque with squid and shellfi sh, and chicken 
with honey and jasmine rice were plates I wish I could order 
again. The wine list was a well-edited selection of deep reds, 
light whites and Chris Burch’s favourite rosé, locally brewed 
beers and exuberant cocktails. These accompanied the shared 
snacks and delicious mains, with the sound of the waves in the 
background making paradise fall into place. Evenings such as 
these, where the enchantment of the company, great stories, 
divine food and refreshments, would make any visitor want to 
extend their stay … forever.

With its signature landscape looming in the background, 
Nihiwatu is so much more than a sustainable luxury island 
retreat, it is a place of warmth  and homage to the Sumbanese 
people and its culture – a rare, honest and fi ne-tuned luxury 
resort with a clear conscience. 

Clockwise from 
top: Surfi ng the 
island’s famous 
left-hand wave; 

Traditional 
Pasola games; A 
seaturtle swims 

by; Divers explore 
the island’s 

vibrant coral reefs

FUN IS A 
SHORE THING

While Nihiwatu is famous for its 
“God’s Left” wave, coveted by surfers, it 

boasts many di! erent waves for both 
beginners and pros. Let sta!  know you are a 
surfer as the resort hosts a maximum of ten a 

day. For a serene morning, drive or gallop 
through the countryside to Nihi Oka Safari 
Spa, set on the beautiful shores of Sumba. 
There are plans to  extend the Safari Spa, 

with larger facilities and more 
beauty treatments and 

massages available.


